
UMaine's	Emergence	as	a	Leader	in	
Tackling	Sustainability	Challenges

John	Peckenham	and	David	Hart
plus	100's	of		Colleagues

Mitchell	Center	for	Sustainability	Solutions

Connecting knowledge with action to strengthen our economic, social and environmental future



How	can	universities	help	solve	sustainability	problems?

• People	need	help	solving	problems

• Researchers	want	their	work	to	be	relevant

• Human	dimensions	are	important

• Solutions	come	from	broad	collaboration



Sustainability	integrates	diverse	goals,	values,	and	processes.



Research	is	embedded	in	a	shared,	iterative	process	of	
problem	identification	and	problem	solving.



Bringing	together	diverse	expertise.

• Anthropology

• Biology	and	Ecology

• Civil	and	Environmental	Engineering

• Climate	Change	Institute

• Communication	and	Journalism

• Cooperative	Extension

• Earth	and	Climate	Sciences

• Economics

• Education	

• Forest	Resources

• Senator	George	Mitchell	Center

• Margaret	Chase	Smith	Policy	
Center

• Marine	Sciences
• Muskie	School	of	Public	Service	

(USM)
• Native	American	Studies
• New	Media
• Psychology
• Sea	Grant
• Spatial	Information	Science	and	

Engineering
• School	of	Law	
• Wabanaki	Center
• Wildlife	Ecology



A	small	sub-set	of	our	partners.

Penobscot	 Indian	Nation

Houlton Band of 
Maliseet Indians



A	portfolio	of	projects	and	partnerships.



Blend Disciplines-
Ecology, Hydrology, & Planning

Integrate to Produce-
Conservation on Private Lands

Management Tools

Legislation

Corps of Engineer Regulations

Local Development Control

Leverage Funding-
WRRI
NSF
Foundations



Dramatic	growth	of	UMaine's	sustainability	research	capacity.

• Publishing	>	250	research	papers	
• Receiving	>	$100	million	in	external	grants
• Active	participation	by	>100	faculty	from	>	25	academic	

disciplines
• 17	institutions	of	higher	education	
• >12	postdoctoral	researchers		
• >70	graduate	students
• >300	undergraduates
• >400	stakeholder	organizations	representing	business	and	

industry,	government,	and	NGOs



Dramatic	growth	of	UMaine's	sustainability	research	capacity.

• Launched	via	a	$20M	NSF	EPSCoR	grant,	2009
• Expanded	across	New	England	via	the	creation	of	the													

New	England	Sustainability	Consortium	(NEST)	
u Safe	Beaches	and	Shellfish	Project,	begun	in	2013	and	supported	by	

$6M	NSF	EPSCoR	grant	in	partnership	with	New	Hampshire
u The	Future	of	Dams	Project,	begun	in	2015	and	supported	by	$6M	NSF	

EPSCoR	grant	in	partnership	with	New	Hampshire	and	Rhode	Island


