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Thermoelectric: water for thermoelectric is used in the process of generating 
electricity using steam-driven generators. ~Large volumes of water are needed for 
cooling in thermoelectric plants which is why they are usually located near coasts, 
large lakes or large rivers. But what if they didn’t have to be? 

Public supply = 63% surface water
Domestic = 57% of public supply withdrawals (DW, sanitation, landscape watering) 
= ~6-7% total withdrawals. Commercial/Industrial ~5-6%

Self supplied Industrial (manufacture and produce food, paper, chemicals, refined 
petroleum, wood products, primary metals). 

Aquaculture (primarily surface water) and Livestock (primarily groundwater)

Mining; solids minerals (copper), liquids (petroleum), natural gas, injection of water 
for unconventional oil and gas recovery (HF). 73% comes from groundwater of which 
58% was saline

Self supplied Domestic: 1% of total withdrawals, >98% from groundwater, serving 
~14% US population.
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