
From Farmers to Researchers 
Illinois Water Resources Center’s Communication Strategy  



Primary audiences 

Researchers End usersStudents



Students

• Information portal tailored to Illinois students interested in water 

science and careers in science.  

• Interview series with insight into how to design studies, implement 

QA/QC, and analyze results. Upcoming interview features National 

Competitive Grants awardee Michael Lydy. 

• Press releases, articles, and blog posts with internship and career 

advancement opportunities with USGS. 



Researchers

Illinois River Conference

• Biennial 

• Plenary and technical sessions discuss research on 

issues affecting water resources and systems.

• Special workshops help researchers learn how to 

communicate their work and results with partners and 

the public. 

Illinois Water Conference

• Biennial 

• Brings researchers and agency officials together to 

define research initiatives and identify funding 

opportunities. 

• Includes Illinois River Coordinating Council quarterly 

meeting hosted by the Lt. Governor. 



End users

• Lead state’s nutrient loss reduction communication efforts and facilitate strategy implementation.  

• Agriculture industry
• Point sources
• Municipalities 

• Conservationists 
• Agencies

• Maintain technical assistance web portal tailored to small community water and wastewater operators 

and author weekly newsletters for more than 1,500 operators and industry stakeholders. 

• Help private well owners maintain water quality with online courses, webinars, videos, podcasts, 

newsletters and social media.  



Where it all comes together

• Highlight USGS and IWRC partnership on high-impact state issues.

• Feature research funding and student career opportunities.

• Quantify yearly research and outreach impacts. 

ilwaterresources.org


