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Sea Grant’s Mission
Enhance the practical use and conservation of 
coastal, marine and Great Lakes resources to 

create a sustainable economy and environment
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Sea Grant’s Role
Sea Grant is a federal-state partnership that turns 
research into action supporting science-based, 

sustainable practices to ensure our coastal 
communities remain engines of economic growth in 

a rapidly changing world. 
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What is Sea Grant?
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States

Industry

Institutions33 University-based 
programs

Based at universities across the country, Sea Grant 
works to provide research and outreach that help 

build and grow innovative businesses along America's 
oceans and Great Lakes, protect against 

environmental destruction and natural disasters, and 
train the next generation of leaders. 
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Where we work

http://seagrant.noaa.gov/WhereWeWork/SeaGrantPrograms.aspx



Sea Grant 
Return on Investment

There is at least one dollar of state 
and local matching funds for 
every two federal dollars spent. 

The work Sea Grant does earns a 
750 percent return on federal 
investment, creating jobs, and 
ensuring Americans can live near, 
vacation at, and earn a living 
from our oceans and Great Lakes 
for generations to come.
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For more performance measures and metrics: 
http://seagrant.noaa.gov/WhatWeDo/PerformanceMeasuresandMetrics.aspx



Sea Grant’s Niche
• Sea Grant provides relevant and 

timely information
– Research based on urgent needs of 

coastal managers and residents
– Place-based science

• Sea Grant gets information to users
– Outreach network puts research results 

to use

• Sea Grant is well respected & 
consistent
– Permanent, full-time extension agents
– Long-term investments
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What does Sea Grant offer to NOAA and 
other Federal Agencies?

• Engagement with universities –
applied to oceans, coasts, Great Lakes

• Stable national infrastructure –
1000 university employees on the ground in every coastal 
state and territory in the U.S.
– Draws on more than 2,500 scientists, engineers, law and 

policy specialists, public outreach experts, educators and 
students from more than 200 institutions

• Support for 250-300 research projects annually –
about 1000 graduate students and nearly 400 research FTEs

• Work with over 300 industry partners and 1000 local, state, and 
regional partners
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Search Impacts and Projects
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http://seagrant.noaa.gov/WhatWeDo/SearchImpactsandAccomplishments.aspx

http://seagrant.noaa.gov/WhatWeDo/Searchprojects.aspx



Sea Grant Resiliency Toolkit
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http://seagrant.noaa.gov/WhatWeDo/ResilienceToolkit.aspx



Sea Grant
2014-2017 Strategic Plan

National Focus Areas (2014-2017)

• Resilient Communities and 
Economies

• Sustainable Fisheries & Aquaculture

• Healthy Coastal Ecosystems

• Environmental Literacy & Workforce 
Development
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http://seagrant.noaa.gov/WhoWeAre/StrategicPlan.aspx
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Questions?

Website: http://seagrant.noaa.gov

Twitter: http://twitter.com/SeaGrant

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/NOAA.SeaGrant


